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Srinagar: Just three kilometers from the heart of summer 
capital of Jammu and Kashmir, Srinagar, lies a canal 
locally known as Chount Kol- The Apple Stream.
The Apple Stream is a heritage stream, which has 
remained a source of crystal clear water for its adjacent 
areas like Chinar Bagh, Dalgate and has been a dwelling 
for houseboats for many years. But the rapid urbanization, 
commercialization of business establishments and 
continuous anthropogenic pollution have taken a heavy 
toll on Apple Stream along with other major water bodies 
in Kashmir.
 Some locals who are familiar with the heritage of 
this stream candidly expressed their woes to Samanbal.
Feeling nostalgic Abdul Rashid Kaloo, a houseboat owner 
said, “Once we used to drink its crystal clear water,  but 
now it is deteriorating. With every passing day its stench 

increases and administration is paying no heed towards 
it.”
He further added, “Any person can contract chronic 
infection if he/she comes in contact with water from this 
stream as it is full of chemicals and lethal substances.” 
 Over the last few decades the sprawling lakes 
in Kashmir have been ravaged and turned into waste 
dumping sites. According to the Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE), New Delhi, ‘50% of lakes, ponds 
and wetlands of Srinagar have been encroached upon.’ 
Even though J&K is not yet an industrialized state the 
water bodies are diminishing at an alarming rate due to 
pollution.
 Water bodies have disappeared due to natural 
causes like glacial action and low precipitation. According 
to State Water Mission, water bodies in Kashmir are also 
affected due to human interference and rapid urbanization. 
Massive erosion in catchment areas is results in the water 
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The session has begun in the University with new 
zeal. Students have been busy with internship 
program for entire winter. They have managed to 
intern with prominent news organisations in the 
Valley and outside as well. Department extends a 
note of gratitude to these media organisations for 
their cooperation in this regard.

The department is pleased to dedicate this issue 
of Samanbal to environment and other related 
concerns in our society. Students were assigned 
various relevant stories and they have come up 
with reports which need urgent attention.

Our valley has been bestowed with unparalleled 
beauty and grandeur but if not taken care 
environmental catastrophy would be imminent.
Our media besides other important beats must 
heed to this clarion call. Environment, climate 
and wildlife must be given substantial space so 
that the issues are highligted and brought to the 
notice of authorities.
Besides, there are many unexplored areas in our 
valley which can be turned into beautiful tourist 
spots- Wasturwan being one of them.

Happy Reading!

    Dr. Asif Khan

From the Chief Editor

PATRON :  Prof. Mehraj-ud-Din Mir

   (Vice Chancellor)

CHIEF EDITOR  :  Dr. Asif Khan
EDITOR  :  Shahnaz Bashir   
EDITORIAL BOARD  :  Dr. John K Babu
  Dr. Nookaraju Bedukurthi
  Rashid Maqbool
  Saqib Wani

LAYOUT AND DESIGN  :  Saqib Wani

TECH SUPPORT : Sameer Javid Wani
PHOTOS  :  DCJ Students
FACEBOOK GROUP : DCJ-School of Media Studies
FEEDBACK  :  soms.dcj@cukashmir.ac.in

Aadil Farooq

Wasturwan is the name of  dense, green and 
beautiful forest located in mid Himalayan 
range of South Kashmir’s Pampore 
tehsil. It has very beautiful meadow atop 
a mountain range at Ladhoo, Pampore. 
The  range contains Harwan, Dachigham 
(wildlife sanctuary), Khunmouh, Khrew, 
Wuyan, Ladhoo, Shar and Tral. 
 Wasturwan has great historical 
and religious significance. But beauty of 
the forest range is undiscovered and yet 
to come on a tourist map of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 
 This is the same historical area 
which was used by Maharaja Hari Singh 
(1925-1947) for his hunting expeditions. 
Maharaja would use a special and traditional 
horse riding route to reach Tral Shikargah-a 
virgin and undisturbed meadow located at 
a junction of Wasturwan. Presently, this is 
the short cut route for people of Pampore 
to reach Tral by foot or by horse ride. 
 Wasturwan resembles Gulmarg but 
its temperature does not drop quickly as it 
is located on a lower altitude than Gulmarg 
i.e. 2,130m above sea level. Moreover, 
this range is a very favorable destination 
for trekking. Under its foothills there is a 
historical palace in Shar-Shali in which 
Maharaja used to stay during summers 
in order to remain in constant touch with 
nature.
 The Ladhoo Wasturwan was used 
as a place of worship by two famous 
sufi saints of Kashmir: Wahab Khar and 
Sheikh-ul-Alam (R.A). The pond where 
Wahab Khar used to worship and the stone 
on which Sheikh-ul-Alam worshipped are 
still located there. The shrine of sufi saint 
Wahab Khar is also located under foothills 
of this mountain range.  So, this mountain 
range is revered for being a dwelling of the 
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holy saints of the valley.
 At Ladhoo, a vast and 
beautiful meadow lies atop 
Wasturwan. There are three 
natural dams and few Bakarwal 
huts located in the vicinity. 
Besides there are two historical 
graves surrounded by a wall 
made of rocks. 
 The Bakarwals residing 
there call them Pir Babas. 
Although there is no authentic 
information about the identity 
of the graves. According to 
reputed Islamic scholar and Ex-
HOD Department of Arabic at 
Kashmir University professor, 
Abdul Gani Azhari, “These 
graves are of Arab scholars who 
came to propagate Islam and 
were martyred by non-Muslim 
rulers. They were buried there 
so that nobody could get whiff 
about them.” 
 But a local employee of 
Archaeological Department 
Peer Shamsudeen said, “Our 
department has no information 
about such graves.”
 Wasturwan forest also has 
herbs of medicinal value like 
Kala Zeera (Bunium Persicum 
Bioss)and ‘Wanawangun’. 
Kala Zeera is a high value 
herbaceous spice widely used for 
culinary, flowering, perfumery 
and carminative purposes. 
Wanawangun is used as anti-
cancer drug.
 Efforts are being made to 
bring Wasturwan on tourist map 
of Jammu Kashmir. Secretary 
of Gujjar and Bakarwal Board 
and Gujjar leader Miya Yaseen 

Poswaal while talking to Samanbal said, 
“I have submitted a proposal to central 
government to make Maharaja’s horse 
riding route a permanent travelling route 
which will help us in bringing this spot 
on the tourist map of Jammu & Kashmir. 
Although our proposal was accepted 
and survey was also conducted, the 
forest department has  denied NoC (No 
Objection Certificate) for this project 
citing ecological reasons.”
 MLA Pampore, Zahoor Ahmad 
Mir, commenting on submitting a proposal 
to bring Wasturwan on tourist map, said, 
“No proposal has been submitted yet but 
I will be submitting it and survey is going 
on.” 
 If any such project is initiated by 
the concerned authorities, Wasturwan 
will become a hub for research, trekking 
and tourism activities.
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bodies becoming silted, eventually leading to formation 
of huge landmasses. More than 50% of water bodies in 
Srinagar and its suburbs have been lost during the last 
century.
 According to people from Houseboat Owners 
Association, the stream is an abode of world famous 
houseboats which are among unique and novel 
accommodations of the world. There are more than 
fifteen houseboats floating on its waters. But as 
the stream turned stinky and witnessed a constant 
downpour of filth, one can find heaps of waste beneath 
its concrete bridge at Dalgate. The  Houseboat Owners 
Association, which is responsible for looking after 
plight of houseboat industry - present in four water 
bodies of Srinagar, feels dismayed over the alarming 
pollution level in the Apple Stream and holds officials 
of Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC) and Lakes 
and Waterways Development Authority (LAWDA) 
responsible for the sordid state of the stream. 
 Besides houseboats, the stream also has a 
heritage park and a cultural park, spread over more than 
10 Kanals of Land. On its shore line, there lies a row 
of more than 100 residential houses. The inhabitants of 
these households indirectly earn their livings from the 
stream.  According to houseboat owners, this particular 
stream makes its way into the world famous Dal Lake 
and adds more misery for houseboat dwellers there.
 The Royal Spring Golf Course de-watering 
plant is situated at Chinar Bagh, just 500 meters away 
from Dalgate. The septic pipes running down from the 
plant push the waste into Apple Stream. 
Abdul Rashid, a houseboat owner said,“Because of the 
lack of a lock-gate, the waste flowing through these 
septic pipes is being deliberately dumped into the 

stream, which finally makes its way into Dal Lake,” 
Pertinently, the Lock gate was hit by the floods in 
September 2014.
 Another torrent of waste comes from the Chest 
and Disease Hospital, Dalgate, also known as Drugjan 
Hospital. All the waste via septic pipes directly goes 
into Chount Kol. According to a resident the stream 
stinks badly during summers. However, Executive 
Engineer Dalgate, Tariq Hussain said,“Tender has been 
floated regarding the lock-gate and it will be allocated 
within a month, soon we will have a new lock-gate in 
place.” He also assured to start the de-weeding process 
in the Chount Kol and its peripheries very soon.
 He also added that the houseboat owners, 
common masses were responsible for this mess. 
“We witness huge traffic on this route. People throw 
wrappers and other waste into the lake and stream, 
which ultimately pollutes these water bodies,” 
 Tariq Patloo, a local houseboat owner of 
Srinagar, runs a social organization for the betterment 
of Dal Lake and other water bodies like Chinar Bagh, 
Nigeen Lake, Dal Lake and river Jehlum. He expressed 
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serious concern over negligence of these water bodies 
by LAWDA and SMC officials. Mr. Patloo has filed 
many Pubic Interest Litigations (PIL) against those 
officials- mishandling these water bodies. “Neither 
SMC nor LAWDA is taking care of Chount Kol. It is 
being completely neglected, authorities don’t clean this 
water body,” Tariq Patloo lamented.
 Srinagar City has 54 de-watering plants and 
32 plants dump its discharge in river Jhelum. “It is an 
erroneous practice. Authorities are polluting the stream 
by dumping huge amount of dirt into the stream,” an 
employee at one of the stations said on condition of 
anonymity. He also said that with each new construction 
being erected by people, it all adds to the present mess 
in these water bodies. 
According to the official, “There are 80 water pump 
stations in Srinagar where the waste gets collected and 
finally untreated water is being dispensed into the water 
bodies. An estimated waste flow of about 35 thousand 
liters per day from these 80 pump stations goes into the 
Chount Kol, Jhelum and Dal Lake.  
 Tariq Ahmad, Public Relations Officer of 

LAWDA said, “Vice Chairman is looking into all such 
issues,” When asked about de-watering pump station 
around Apple Stream, which lacks basic filtration plant 
or sewage treatment process, he said, “Our team will 
look after the sites and we will definitely take this issue 
into consideration. And about the lock-gate in Dalgate; 
its tender has been sent to higher ups and soon there 
will be new lock-gate.” 

 

Raja Hussain, Executive Engineer (Sewage and 
Drainage) at Srinagar Municipal Corporation, said, 
“We have 80 dewatering stations in Srinagar which 
are connected to their own existing drainage systems. 
The modern treatment plants should have been at each 
de-watering station before the water was allowed to go 
directly to the water bodies.” 
 He also said, “World Bank funded Rs 300 Cr 
for the betterment of drainage networks in the Srinagar 
city. We have now floated tenders for 49 dewatering 
stations.”  Raja Hussain maintained, “We are about to 
install a new model of drainage network which will 
help us during disasters, and in the coming years there 
will be a change in the drainage network. We will be 
equipped with the required network of drainage and all 
our problems related to sewage and drainage in the city 
will come to an end,”

COVER STORY
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Saving Sonir Kol
Bisma Bhat

Srinagar: Behind Dental College, Shereen 
Bagh, Srinagar flows a once pristine tributary of 
river Jhelum called Sonir Kol (Golden Canal). 
The canal has turned stinky due to degradation 
by uneven and unauthorized urbanization. 
Now, nothing golden remains except its name. 
 The canal passes by the DC office Tanki 
Pora, crosses Haba Kadal and reaches Guru 
Bazar. From there it flows through Zaldagar 
Bridge and reaches SMHS Hospital Bridge. 
After completing its course near Darish Kadal 
it passes through Chattabal and drops into the 
Jhelum again. 
 As urbanization boomed, more and more 
houses began cropping up around the canal. 
Slowly and steadily people started draining 
their sewage and wastes into it turning the 
canal into stinky billabong today where cows 
and dogs come wading through its waters. This 
was the start of degradation of the water body. 
 Abdul Majeed Wani, a resident of Sonir 
Kol area said, “There were two houseboats in 
this small river in which two families lived and 
its water was so pure and fresh that one could 
easily drink from it without any hesitation.” 
An elderly woman said that children used to go 
for bathing in summers and women folk used 
to wash clothes here on its ghats. “Also, people 
used the canal as fishing spot,” said Majeed.

The sewage coming from every house in the 
area drains into the tributary due to which this 
small stream has turned marshy. The foul smell 
coming from it defuses throughout the area. 
Across Zaldagar Bridge tons of garbage and 
flotsam trees have blocked it, further choking 
the canal.
 For centuries the Sonir Kol has been 
flowing down between two small muddy levees, 
which were 6 feet in width. Hardly two people 
could walk over it. Besides, there was hardly 
any house around but only a piece of land under 
cultivation, which belonged to a Kashmiri 
Pandit. Water of Sonir Kol was fresh, crystal 
clean and safe for drinking. It added beauty 
to the area. “It was a useful water resource 
for the area. Slowly and steadily urbanization 
happened and people started building houses 
there. Then these residents approached the 
State government to construct a concrete bund 
on the canal. In 1987 a concrete bund was built 
and its breadth stretched up to 22 feet,” said 
Majeed.
 Majeed said that the houseboats were 
removed and the families were allotted land in 
Bemina. “We have approached the concerned 
MLA many a time but no step has been taken 
so far to safeguard the stream,” complained 
Majeed, reiterating his appeal to the government 
to take immediate and effective measures to 
save this historic canal.
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Bashir Bhat

Srinagar: Hokersar, a world famous wetland in 
the outskirts of Srinagar is shrinking. If measures 
are not taken, in time, the situation can take an 
alarming turn. 
 Officials responsible for the maintenance 
of these bodies blame allied departments for 
worsening condition of the wetlands.     
 Abdul Rouf Zargar, wildlife warden 
of wetlands in Kashmir, while speaking to 
Samanbal said that dredging of wetlands is not 
being done on time that has resulted in unhealthy 
environment for the birds. Although, he has sent 
a proposal to the department of  Flood  Control 
and Disaster Management  for dredging of  the 
wetlands long back  but, so far, no steps have 
been taken by the said department towards this 
direction. “The concerned department has not yet 
even inspected the site” he added.
 Zargar said that suitable climate, 
protection and availability of food attracts these 
birds to Kashmir and maximum among them 

make Hokersar their abode.
 “Nearly six to seven lack migratory birds 
throng Hokersar wetland every year. 
The number could have been higher if 
we had been able to maintain wetlands 
well. Because of the non-availability 
of technology and manpower to reach 
higher ranges we are unable to enhance 
the capacity of our wet lands.”
 A study conducted by the Department 
of Earth Sciences, Kashmir University 
reveals that Hokersar has shrunk from 
18.75 sq kms in 1969 to 12.8 sq kms now. 
The land encroached by locals has been 
converted into paddy fields resulting 
in hindrance to the migratory birds and 
shrinking of wetlands.  “The condition 
has also deteriorated due to sewage and 

solid waste from flood spill channel and Doodh 
Ganga,” the wetlands experts say.
 “Different tributaries in flood waters 
through channels carry tons of silt into Hokersar. 
The bottom of the wetland has been raised by 
around 14-feet due to heavy influx of silt. This 
has severely affected its eco-system. There has 
been drastic decrease in the number of  the diving 
ducks in the wetland,” said an official of the 
Wildlife department.

Migratory birds loosing their abode
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Aamir Aijaz / Aarif Sofi

The Jehlum passing through the Srinagar city 
now aiming for a water transport navigation as an 
alternative for the city road commuters. Jammu 
and Kashmir Tourism Development Corporation 
(JKTDC) had a trial run of its two motor boats 
between  Zero Bridge and Zaina Kadal on July 11, 
2017. The ambitious project lost its charisma with the 
passing of time. 
 Erstwhile this channel was thriving as a 
major mode for people to shuttle between various 
places and also used as a convenient waterway for 
trade and commerce. Government has envisioned 
the plan to revive this primitive means of traveling 
to restore the pristine glory of famed Jehlum.  
 Is Revival a Possibility?
 Though government in the past had put 
efforts to make Jehlum a viable route of transportation 
and revive it as a water highway but seemingly for 
different reasons it remains a dream. 
 “It is the fiasco of the Government and 
deep corruption in the administration that results 
in recurring failures,’’ alleged Abdul Rehman, a 
boatman. Lack of availability of motor boats is 
driving away people, there are only two motor 
boats available although Government had planned 
to introduce motor driven traditional shikaras but 
hitherto that remains elusive. 
 In August, last month a delegation from the 
Inland Waterways Authority of India headed by the 
Chairperson, Nutun Guha-Biswas visited Kashmir 
where she met Chief Minister, Mehbooba Mufti and 
other Government officials. 
 The Chairperson Inland Waterways 
Authority of India presented the feasibility report of 
Inland Water Transport of river Jehlum  as NW-49 to 
the Chief Minister. Besides the under supply of motor 
boats there are high fares that act as repellents for 
people from boarding. J&K Tourism Development 
Corporation has set the price at 25 rupees for a ride 
from Zero Bridge to Zaina Kadal. “Motor boat has 
a carrying capacity of 25 people but it is subjected 
to leave the destination point only after the seating 
capacity is reached to full,” said Ghulam Dar, a 
boat driver. It remains a hindrance that blots out the 
revival of inland water transport. 
 People have to either pay in full or take any 
other means of transport to reach their respective 

destinations. Non-availability of requisite number of 
motor boats has disillusioned many people who were 
hopeful about the success of this plan. A boatman 
we spoke to told us that Government gave them 30 
percent subsidy on motor boats but results would 
have been adverse as they had to bear the other 
remaining part, that is unfortunate as they earned 
meager. The money is subsequently exhausted in 
maintaining their everyday life. 
 “Many people, especially tourists would 
detest this means of travel because of the stench 
that wafts from the littered trash and the sewage 
that is injected into the river,” said Ghulam Dar. 
Moreover, delayed work to flush out the silt from 
the Jehlum has added itself as a stumbling block in 
restoring the water transportation. “Six feet large 
fans are attached beneath the motor boats that can 
lead to any mishap. People would die,” said, a motor 
boat driver. At Lasjan a girl who steered a large 
boat with a rope, told us that rampant construction 
of bridges had snatched their livelihood. People 
used to travel by boats but now bridges have come 
up at every place, there is a paucity of passengers.  
 Jehlum is overlooked by seven historical 
bridges and several heritage buildings lie astride 
on its banks. Famous shrines adorn its beauty that 
will attract many tourists and consequently provide 
boost to tourism industry. Until now the heritage 
structures in the downtown city have remained 
untapped to the tourists, water transport would 
help to fill this lacuna. Restoring the old city on 
the tourist map would not only attract more tourists 
to visit Kashmir but will uplift its market and 
economy. “Government should take concrete steps 
to revive this waterway,” said a shopkeeper in the 
Old City of Srinagar.

Revival of water transport

A boat procession carrying Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and J&K   
Prime Minister  Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah on the Jhelum in September 1949. 
   Courtesy : Photo division, Government of India.
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